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(57) ABSTRACT

An air-conditioning management apparatus is capable of
selecting an air-conditioning device that affects an air-
conditioning environment at a specific position in an air-
conditioned space from a plurality of air-conditioning
devices.

An area that is within an air-conditioned space to which a
specific position P belongs in an arrangement plan and that
is within a predetermined range from the specific position is
obtained as a control target range. An air-conditioning
device whose installation position in the arrangement plan is
included in the control target range is selected as a control
target air-conditioning device.
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FIG. 3
3 0 0 : AIR-CONDITIONING DEVICE POSITION INFORMATION
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AIR-CONDITIONING MANAGEMENT
APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a U.S. national stage application of
International Application No. PCT/JP2011/003370 filed on
Jun. 14, 2011, the disclosure of which is incorporated by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an air-conditioning man-
agement apparatus controlling operations of plurality of
air-conditioning devices.

BACKGROUND ART

In a structure, such as a building, it is preferable that a user
recognizes the state of a target space to be managed and be
enabled to operate an air-conditioning device as intended. As
regards methods of achieving the above, for example, a
method of displaying power consumption or a temperature
acquired from an air-conditioning device to allow the user to
recognize the state of a space and operate the air-condition-
ing device and a method of treating a plurality of air-
conditioning devices as a group and operating the group
have been developed.

For example, a “device management apparatus including
a management screen that schematically displays the state of
a space where a plurality of units is scattered and further
schematically displays the states of the units in response to
a simple operation” has been disclosed (refer to Patent
Literature 1, for example).

Furthermore, for example, a technique to display the
states of air-conditioning devices on a group-by-group basis
has been disclosed. In addition, a technique to operate the
air-conditioning devices on a group-by-group basis or col-
lectively has been disclosed (refer to Non Patent Literature
1, for example).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2010-255954 (Abstract)

Non Patent Literature

Non Patent Literature 1: “G-150AD Instruction Manual
WT05495%02” manufactured by Mitsubishi Electric Co.,
Ltd., pp. 15-19, November, 2008.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

As regards arrangement of air-conditioning devices in a
structure, such as a building, a plurality of air-conditioning
devices may be arranged in a single space (air-conditioned
space). In many cases, the air-conditioning devices are
arranged at regular intervals. Accordingly, there are places
where there is no air-conditioning device in headroom. To
condition air in such a space (position) where there is no
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2

air-conditioning device in headroom, air conditioning has to
be performed by the air-conditioning devices arranged in the
vicinity of this position.

It is therefore preferable to appropriately operate the
air-conditioning devices which affect an air-conditioning
environment (for example, temperature or humidity) at the
position of the plurality of air-conditioning devices arranged
in the air-conditioned space.

The related-art air-conditioning management apparatus
issues an operation instruction only on a device-by-device
basis. Disadvantageously, a user cannot select air-condition-
ing devices which significantly affect an air-conditioning
environment in an intended space (position). Unfortunately,
air conditioning cannot be performed as intended by the
user.

Furthermore, the other air-conditioning management
apparatus operates a previously set group of air-conditioning
devices or operates all of the air-conditioning devices col-
lectively. Disadvantageously, a space which is not intended
by a user is subjected to air conditioning, thus reducing
comfort in an indoor environment. Unfortunately, unneces-
sary air conditioning results in an increase in power con-
sumption.

The present invention has been made to solve the above-
described disadvantages and provides an air-conditioning
management apparatus capable of selecting an air-condi-
tioning device that affects an air-conditioning environment
at a specific position in an air-conditioned space from the
plurality of air-conditioning devices.

The invention further provides an air-conditioning man-
agement apparatus capable of allowing an air-conditioning
environment at a specific position to be an air-conditioning
environment desired by a user.

Solution to Problem

The present invention provides an air-conditioning man-
agement apparatus that controls operations of plurality of
air-conditioning devices, the apparatus including a storage
device configured to store information on an arrangement
plan illustrating arrangement of one or plurality of air-
conditioned spaces and air-conditioning device position
information indicating installation positions of each of the
air-conditioning devices in the arrangement plan, an input
device configured to receive information on any specific
position in the arrangement plan, a display device, and a
controller configured to allow the display device to display
the arrangement plan including the installation positions of
each of the air-conditioning devices on the basis of the
information on the arrangement plan and the air-condition-
ing device position information, and control an operation of
an air-conditioning device selected as a control target air-
conditioning device from the plurality of air-conditioning
devices. The controller obtains, as a control target range, an
area that is within the air-conditioned space to which the
specific position belongs in the arrangement plan and that is
within a predetermined range from the specific position, and
selects at least one air-conditioning device whose installa-
tion position in the arrangement plan is included in the
control target range as the control target air-conditioning
device.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the invention, an air-conditioning device
affecting an air-conditioning environment at a specific posi-
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tion in an air-conditioned space can be selected from a
plurality of air-conditioning devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
air-conditioning management apparatus according to
Embodiment 1.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an
arrangement plan in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating data structure of air-
conditioning device position information in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 4 is a diagram explaining definitions of coordinates
in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 5 includes diagrams illustrating a screen image of the
arrangement plan in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the
air-conditioning management apparatus according to
Embodiment 1.

FIG. 7 is a diagram explaining an operation of selecting
a control target air-conditioning device in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 8 includes diagrams explaining the operation of
selecting a control target air-conditioning device in Embodi-
ment 1.

FIG. 9 is a diagram explaining the operation of selecting
a control target air-conditioning device in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of calcu-
lating a control target range in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of calcu-
lating a control target range in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 12 is the flowchart illustrating the operation of
calculating a control target range in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram illustrating pixel scanning
directions in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram illustrating the pixel
scanning directions in Embodiment 1.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of an
air-conditioning management apparatus according to
Embodiment 2.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
air-conditioning management apparatus according to
Embodiment 1.

In FIG. 1, an air-conditioning management apparatus 100
is configured to control operations of a plurality of indoor
units 30 (hereinafter, also referred to as “air-conditioning
devices™) and operations of corresponding outdoor units 20
in a centralized manner.

The air-conditioning management apparatus 100 is con-
nected to the outdoor units 20 through dedicated commu-
nication lines or over a LAN. The air-conditioning manage-
ment apparatus 100 can transmit and receive signals to and
from the outdoor units 20.

Furthermore, each outdoor unit 20 is connected to the
plurality of indoor units 30, serving as the air-conditioning
devices, through dedicated communication lines or over the
LAN. The air-conditioning management apparatus 100 can
transmit and receive signals to and from each indoor unit 30
through the corresponding outdoor unit 20.

The air-conditioning management apparatus 100 can
transmit a signal to control start and stop of an operation of
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each of at least the indoor units 30 and the outdoor units 20
to the corresponding one of the indoor units 30 and the
outdoor units 20.

Furthermore, each of the indoor units 30 and the outdoor
units 20 can transmit information indicating its operation
state to the air-conditioning management apparatus 100.

The indoor units 30 each include a room temperature
sensor 31 configured to detect a temperature (hereinafter,
referred to as a “room temperature”) of air sucked from a
room in which the indoor unit 30 is disposed or a tempera-
ture at a specific position in the room. Each indoor unit 30
can transmit at least information on the room temperature to
the air-conditioning management apparatus 100. The room
temperature sensor 31 may be any sensor capable of mea-
suring a temperature of a wall surface or a floor surface and
the room temperature may be detected using such a sensor.

The air-conditioning management apparatus 100 includes
a target air-conditioning device calculation section 1, a data
management section 2, an input section 3, a display section
4, an air-conditioning device management section 5, a
communication management section 6, and a LAN commu-
nication management section 7.

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1,
the air-conditioning device management section 5, and the
LAN communication management section 7 may be realized
by hardware, such as a circuit device, achieving functions of
these units or can be realized by software implemented on an
arithmetic unit, such as a microcomputer or a CPU.

The data management section 2 may be a memory device,
such as an HDD (Hard Disk Drive) or a flash memory.

The input section 3 may be an input device, such as a
touch panel.

The display section 4 may be an image output device,
such as a liquid crystal display.

The communication management section 6 may be a
network interface, such as a LAN interface.

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1 is
configured to calculate a control target air-conditioning
device of the plurality of air-conditioning devices on the
basis of information stored in the data management section
2 and information on a specific position (specific range)
input from the input section 3. A calculation operation will
be described in detail later.

The “target air-conditioning device calculation section 1”
corresponds to a “controller” in the invention.

The data management section 2 is configured to store
temperature data acquired from each indoor unit 30, envi-
ronment information on an environment in which the indoor
unit 30 is disposed, and installation information on the
indoor unit 30. The environment information is previously
set by a user and includes at least the dimension of the
environment. Furthermore, the installation information of
each indoor unit 30 is previously set by the user and includes
at least information indicating a relative position in the
installation environment. Detailed description will be made
later.

The data management section 2 includes an air-condition-
ing device data storage unit 8 and a space information
storage unit 9.

The “data management section 2” corresponds to a “stor-
age device” in the invention.

The space information storage unit 9 is configured to store
information on an arrangement plan 200 illustrating arrange-
ment of one or a plurality of air-conditioned spaces.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an
arrangement plan in Embodiment 1.
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The arrangement plan 200 is a layout drawing (plan view)
illustrating arrangement of one or the plurality of air-
conditioned spaces where the air-conditioning devices are
installed.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the arrangement plan
200 is an image illustrating the shapes and positions of
rooms, serving as air-conditioned spaces.

If a single air-conditioned space is disposed, the arrange-
ment plan 200 may be an image illustrating only the shape
of this space. In the arrangement plan 200, structural com-
ponents, such as a passage, a window, a door, steps, and
columns, arranged in the air-conditioned space may be
illustrated and/or characters may be added. Furthermore, the
arrangement plan 200 may be stored together with informa-
tion on the dimension of the air-conditioned space.

As regards an image of the arrangement plan 200, the
shape of an air-conditioned space and a boundary with
another air-conditioned space are displayed in color. For
example, a background of an air-conditioned space, such as
a room, is colored in gray and structural components, such
as walls and columns, are colored in white or black.

As regards coloring of the arrangement plan 200, for
example, the brightness of each color of red (R), green (G),
and blue (G) (hereinafter, referred to as “RGB”) is set in the
range of 0 to 255, so that a colored image can be used.

A plurality of arrangement plans 200 may be provided in
proportion to the dimension of an air-conditioned space or
the number of stories. Furthermore, the arrangement plan
200 is not limited to a plan view. Any diagram, such as a
perspective view, may be used.

The air-conditioning device data storage unit 8 is config-
ured to store, for example, position information on the
position of the room temperature sensor 31 connected to
each indoor unit 30, data about a room temperature acquired
from the room temperature sensor 31 connected to each
indoor unit 30. The air-conditioning device data storage unit
8 further stores air-conditioning device position information
300.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating data structure of air-
conditioning device position information in Embodiment 1.

The air-conditioning device position information 300 is
information indicating installation positions of each of the
air-conditioning devices in the arrangement plan 200.

Referring to FIG. 3, the air-conditioning device position
information 300 includes air-conditioning device ID, a
device name, an x-coordinate, and a y-coordinate.

The air-conditioning device ID is information to identify
an air-conditioning device. For example, each air-condition-
ing device has a unique number as air-conditioning device
D.

An air-conditioning device name is assigned to each
air-conditioning device and is based on, for example, the
name of an air-conditioned space where the air-conditioning
device is installed or a model. Information on the air-
conditioning device name may be omitted.

The x-coordinate and the y-coordinate in the air-condi-
tioning device position information 300 are information
items specifying an installation position of an air-condition-
ing device in the arrangement plan 200. For example,
referring to FIG. 4, a horizontal axis of the arrangement plan
200 is used as the x-axis, a vertical axis thereof is used as the
y-axis, and pixels in the arrangement plan 200 are related to
coordinates. For example, coordinates (x, y)=(200, 200)
specify the position of a pixel located at a distance of 200
pixels from the left lower corner of a screen to the right and
at a distance of 200 pixels therefrom in an upward direction.

15

20

30

40

45

55

6

The definitions of coordinates are not limited to the above
example. Vector coordinates may be used.

Information indicating an installation position of an air-
conditioning device is used as position information to dis-
play a figure (icon) representing the air-conditioning device
in the arrangement plan 200. In addition, this information is
used to select a control target air-conditioning device.
Detailed description will be made later.

An air-conditioning device icon displayed in the arrange-
ment plan 200 may be changed depending on type of
air-conditioning device. In this case, for example, informa-
tion (icon ID) to identify the type of icon may be stored in
association with each air-conditioning device.

The input section 3 is configured to acquire operation
information from the user. The input section 3 is configured
to input information on any specific position in the arrange-
ment plan 200.

The “input section 3” corresponds to an “input device” in
the invention.

The display section 4 is configured to display, for
example, operation data related to each of the air-condition-
ing devices stored in the air-conditioning device manage-
ment section 5, operation data related to each indoor unit 30
and data about a room temperature related to the indoor unit
30 stored in the air-conditioning device data storage unit 8,
and floor drawings stored in the space information storage
unit 9.

The “display section 4” corresponds to a “display device”
in the invention.

The communication management section 6 is configured
to transmit and receive information to and from, for
example, the outdoor units 20 and the indoor units 30
connected to the air-conditioning management apparatus
100.

The communication management section 6 transmits
information from the air-conditioning device management
section 5 to the air-conditioning devices connected to the
air-conditioning management apparatus 100. In addition, the
communication management section 6 receives information
from, for example, the air-conditioning devices and transfers
the information to the air-conditioning device management
section 5.

The LAN communication management section 7 is con-
figured to transmit and receive information to and from a
device, such as a remote monitoring device (not illustrated),
connected to the air-conditioning management apparatus
100 over the LAN (Local Area Network).

The air-conditioning device management section 5 is
configured to manage operation data (for example, operation
start, operation stop, operation of cooling or heating, air
velocity, air flow rate, set temperature, and the like) related
to the outdoor units 20 and the indoor units 30 connected to
the air-conditioning management apparatus 100. The air-
conditioning device management section 5 is connected to
the communication management section 6, the LAN com-
munication management section 7, the data management
section 2, and the target air-conditioning device calculation
section 1, and transmits the operation data to these units.

In addition, the air-conditioning device management sec-
tion 5 allows the display section 4 to display the arrangement
plan 200 and further display information related to the
operation data in association with representations of the
air-conditioning devices in the arrangement plan 200. A
specific example will be described with reference to FIG. 5.

FIG. 5 includes diagrams illustrating a screen image of an
arrangement plan in Embodiment 1.



US 9,441,850 B2

7

For example, upon activation of the air-conditioning
management apparatus 100 or in response to an operation by
the user, an operation of displaying an arrangement plan is
executed as follows.

(1) The air-conditioning device management section 5
reads the arrangement plan 200 stored in the data manage-
ment section 2.

(2) The air-conditioning device management section 5
reads an air-conditioning device icon 210 related to each
air-conditioning device ID from the data management sec-
tion 2 with reference to the air-conditioning device position
information 300 (FIG. 5(a)).

(3) The air-conditioning device management section 5
combines the read air-conditioning device icons 210 with
the arrangement plan 200 on the basis of the x- and y-co-
ordinates in the air-conditioning device position information
300 such that each air-conditioning device icon 210 is
located at a position specified by the corresponding coordi-
nates in the arrangement plan 200, thus generating the
arrangement plan 200 in which the installation positions of
each of the air-conditioning devices are represented (FIG.
5(b)).

(4) The air-conditioning device management section 5
allows the display section 4 to display the arrangement plan
200 in which the installation positions of each of the
air-conditioning devices are represented.

If plurality of arrangement plans 200 is used, the user may
perform an operation of selecting an arrangement plan 200
to be displayed and execute the above-described operation
for the selected arrangement plan 200. A predetermined
arrangement plan 200 may be previously selected.

The arrangement plan 200 is generated in this manner.
Accordingly, even if the number of air-conditioning devices
is increased or reduced by, for example, repair work, or even
if the positions of the air-conditioning device are changed,
the arrangement plan 200 can be easily corrected.

Although the case where the arrangement plan 200 is
combined with the air-conditioning device icons 210 repre-
senting the air-conditioning devices has been described, the
invention is not limited to the case. A drawing representing
the air-conditioning devices in a layout previously illustrat-
ing an air-conditioned space may be used.

The “air-conditioning device management section 5 cor-
responds to a “controller” in the invention.

An operation of the air-conditioning management appa-
ratus 100 according to Embodiment 1 will now be described.

An outline of the operation will now be described.

The user operates the input section 3 to enter information
on any specific position P in the arrangement plan 200
displayed on the display section 4.

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
obtains, as a control target range SP, an area that is within an
air-conditioned space to which the specific position P
belongs in the arrangement plan 200 and that is within a
predetermined range from the specific position P.

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
selects, as a control target air-conditioning device, an air-
conditioning device whose installation position in the
arrangement plan 200 is included in the control target range
SP.

The air-conditioning device management section 5 con-
trols an operation of the air-conditioning device selected as
the target air-conditioning device.

The operation of the air-conditioning management appa-
ratus 100 will be described in detail below with reference to
FIGS. 2 to 5.
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FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the
air-conditioning management apparatus according to
Embodiment 1.

FIGS. 7 to 9 are diagrams explaining an operation of
selecting a control target air-conditioning device in Embodi-
ment 1.

The operation will be described below on the basis of
steps in FIG. 6 with reference to (a) to (d) in FIGS. 7 to 9.
(S1) Acquisition of Operation Information

The user operates the input section 3 to input information
on any position (specific position P), where the user intends
to control an air-conditioning environment, in the arrange-
ment plan 200 displayed on the display section 4 (FIG. 7(a)).

For example, if the input section 3 is a touch panel
disposed at the front of the display section 4, the user presses
the specific position P on the touch panel. Thus, coordinate
information on the specific position P in the arrangement
plan 200 is input to the target air-conditioning device
calculation section 1.

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
acquires the information on the specific position P input by
the user from the input section 3.

Although the case that the specific position P corresponds
to a single point specified by coordinates is explained herein,
the specific position P may correspond to a series of points
specified by coordinates. Furthermore, any range (specific
range), such as a range having a spread specified by coor-
dinates, may be input.

If the position of a structural component, such as a wall
or a column, or a space (outdoor space) outside an air-
conditioned space is specific as a specific position P, such
input may be rejected. For example, a background color of
each air-conditioned space is unified into a predetermined
color (e.g., gray). If the specific position P has a background
color other than the predetermined color, the input is
rejected.

(S2) Calculation of Control Target Range SP

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
then calculates a control target range SP.

A case where the target air-conditioning device calcula-
tion section 1 calculates the control target range SP on the
basis of a display color at the specific position P in the
arrangement plan 200 will be described as an example.

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
sets a range in which the specific position P obtained in the
above-described step S1 is at equal distances corresponding
to a predetermined constant T from all sides in the x-direc-
tion, the —x-direction, the y-direction, and the —y-direction
to a temporary range SP1 to determine the control target
range SP (FIG. 8(b)).

The range (temporary range SP1) in which the specific
position P is at equal distances corresponding to the constant
T from all sides in the +x- and +y-directions corresponds to
a “predetermined range” in the invention.

The constant T may be variable. For example, the constant
T can be set to any value by user operation. Furthermore, the
constant T can be set depending on space position.

Although the case that the range defined by the constants
T in the +x- and xy-directions is set to the predetermined
range is described herein, the invention is not limited to the
case. A range within a circle whose center coincides with the
specific position P and has a radius T may be set to a
predetermined range.

Furthermore, if information on any specific range, such as
a range having a spread specified by coordinates, in the
arrangement plan 200 is input in the above-described step
S1, the specific range may be set to the temporary range SP1.
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Furthermore, for example, information on a maximum
distance at which air blown from each air-conditioning
device reaches may be previously stored in air-conditioning
device position information 300, the relationship between
the maximum distance and a distance per pixel (dot) in the
arrangement plan 200 in an air-conditioned space may be
obtained, the number of dots corresponding to the reach of
the air blown from the air-conditioning device may be
obtained on the basis of the relationship, and the obtained
number of dots may be set to the predetermined constant T.
Thus, a range in which the specific position P is affected can
be set to the control target range SP depending on capacity
of the air-conditioning device.

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
analyzes display color information related to the arrange-
ment plan 200 with respect to the +x-axis directions, the
xy-axis directions, and y=+x-directions from the specific
position P in the temporary range SP1, and determines a
range (same air-conditioned space range) having the same
color as that at the specific position P as the control target
range SP (FIG. 8(c)).

In other words, the target air-conditioning device calcu-
lation section 1 obtains, as the control target range SP, an
area that is within the air-conditioning target space to which
the specific position P belongs in the arrangement plan 200
and that is within the predetermined range from the specific
position P.

Such an operation will be described in detail with refer-
ence to FIGS. 10 to 12.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of calcu-
lating a control target range in Embodiment 1.

The operation of calculating the control target range SP in
the +x-axis directions and the xy-axis directions from the
specific position P will be described below on the basis of
steps in FIG. 10.

(S10)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
temporarily sets coordinates specifying the specific position
P as (0, 0).

(S11 to S15)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing using an initial value x=0, a
final value +7T, an increment of +1, and y=0 (fixed value).

In the repeated processing in S11 to S15, the target
air-conditioning device calculation section 1 obtains a back-
ground color at coordinates (x, y) relative to the specific
position P, serving as a reference (origin), in the arrangement
plan 200 (S12) and determines whether the obtained back-
ground color at the coordinates (X, y) is the same as that at
the specific position P (S13).

Although the determination as to whether the background
color at coordinates (X, y) is the same as that at the specific
position P is described herein as an example, the invention
is not limited to this example. It is only required that a
structural component, such as a wall or a column, can be
distinguished from an air-conditioned space in the arrange-
ment plan 200. For example, information on the colors of
structural components, such as a wall and a column, may be
preset such that the color at the coordinates (X, y) is not the
same as those of the structural components.

If the background color at the coordinates (x, y) is the
same as that at the specific position P, the target air-
conditioning device calculation section 1 determines that the
coordinates (X, y) are included in the control target range SP
(S14). The target air-conditioning device calculation section
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1 increments the x-coordinate by +1 and repeats the above-
described processing until the x-coordinate reaches the final
value T (S15).

On the other hand, if the background color at the coor-
dinates (x, y) is not the same as that at the specific position
P, the target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
exits from the repeated processing and proceeds to step S16.

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in the +x-direction from the specific position P on the
dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as the
background color at the specific position P and sets a range
having the same color as the background color to the control
target range SP.

The user may set the background color of the arrangement
plan 200. Furthermore, the background color is not limited
to one color. The colors of RGB may be allowed to have a
wide range of set values.

Furthermore, a color of the largest number of dots of
colors used in an image of the arrangement plan 200 may be
automatically set to the background color.

(S16)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S11 to S15 using the initial value x=0, a final
value -T, an increment of -1, and y=0 (fixed value).

In this repeated processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in the —x-direction from the specific position P of the
dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as the
background color at the specific position P and sets a range
having the same color as the background color to the control
target range SP.

(S17)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S11 to S15 using an initial value y=0, the
final value +7T, an increment of 1, and x=0 (fixed value).

In this repeated processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in the +y-direction from the specific position P of the
dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as the
background color at the specific position P and sets a range
having the same color as the background color to the control
target range SP.

(S18)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S11 to S15 using the initial value y=0, the
final value -T, an increment of -1, and x=0 (fixed value).

In this repeated processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in the —y-direction from the specific position P of the
dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as the
background color at the specific position P and sets a range
having the same color the background color to the control
target range SP.

FIGS. 11 and 12 correspond to a flowchart illustrating the
operation of calculating a control target range in Embodi-
ment 1.

The operation of calculating the control target range SP in
the y=+x-directions (hereinafter, also referred to as “oblique
directions™) from the specific position P will be described
below with reference to steps in FIGS. 11 and 12.

(S20)
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The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
temporarily sets coordinates specifying the specific position
P as (0, 0).

(S21 to 827)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing on a variable z using an initial
value z=0, a final value T-1, and an increment of +1.
(S22 to S26)

Furthermore, the target air-conditioning device calcula-
tion section 1 performs repeated processing on variables x
and y using the initial value x=0, the final value +T, and an
increment of +1 for the variable x and using an initial value
y z, the final value +T, and an increment of +1 for the
variable y.

In the repeated processing in S22 to S26, the target
air-conditioning device calculation section 1 obtains a back-
ground color at coordinates (x, y) relative to the specific
position P, serving as a reference (origin), in the arrangement
plan 200 (S23) and determines whether the obtained back-
ground color at the coordinates (X, y) is the same as that at
the specific position P (S24).

Although the determination as to whether the background
color at coordinates (X, y) is the same as that at the specific
position P is described herein as an example, the invention
is not limited to this example. It is only required that a
structural component, such as a wall or a column, can be
distinguished from an air-conditioned space in the arrange-
ment plan 200. For example, information on the colors of
structural components, such as a wall and a column, may be
preset such that the color at the coordinates (X, y) is not the
same as those of the structural components.

If the background color at the coordinates (x, y) is the
same as that at the specific position P, the target air-
conditioning device calculation section 1 determines that the
coordinates (X, y) are included in the control target range SP
(S25). The target air-conditioning device calculation section
1 increments each of the x- and y-coordinates by +1 and
repeats the above-described processing until the x- and
y-coordinates each reaches the final value T.

On the other hand, if the background color at the coor-
dinates (x, y) is not the same as that at the specific position
P, the target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
proceeds to step S27 and increments the z-coordinate by +1
and repeats the above-described processing until the z-co-
ordinate reaches the final value T-1.

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in a range where x=0 to T and y=z to T (and z=0 to
T-1) in an oblique direction from the specific position P of
the dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as
the background color at the specific position P and sets a
range having the same color as the background color to the
control target range SP.

The user may set the background color of the arrangement
plan 200. Furthermore, the background color is not limited
to one color. The colors of RGB may be allowed to have a
wide range of set values.

Furthermore, a color of the largest number of dots of
colors used in the image of the arrangement plan 200 may
be automatically set to the background color.

(S28)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S21 to S27 using the initial value z=0, the
final value T-1, and an increment of +1 for the variable z,
using the initial value x=0, the final value -T, and an
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increment of —1 for the variable x, and using the initial value
y=z, the final value +T, and an increment of +1 for the
variable y.

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in a range where x=0to -T and y=z to T (and z=0 to
T-1) in an oblique direction from the specific position P of
the dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as
the background color at the specific position P and sets a
range having the same color as the background color to the
control target range SP.

(S29)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S21 to S27 using the initial value z=0, a final
value —T+1, and an increment of —1 for the variable z, using
the initial value x=0, the final value +T, and an increment of
+1 for the variable x, and using the initial value y=z, the final
value -T, and an increment of -1 for the variable y.

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in a range where x=0to T and y=z to -T (and z=0 to
-T+1) in an oblique direction from the specific position P of
the dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as
the background color at the specific position P and sets a
range having the same color as the background color to the
control target range SP.

(S30)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S21 to S27 using the initial value z=0, the
final value =T+1, and an increment of -1 for the variable z,
using the initial value x=0, the final value -T, and an
increment of —1 for the variable x, and using the initial value
y=z, the final value -T, and an increment of -1 for the
variable y.

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in a range where x=0 to -T and y=z to -T (and z=0
to —T+1) in an oblique direction from the specific position
P of the dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same
color as the background color at the specific position P and
sets a range having the same color as the background color
to the control target range SP.

(S31)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S21 to 327 using the initial value z=0, the
final value T-1, and an increment of +1 for the variable z,
using an initial value x=z, the final value +T, and an
increment of +1 for the variable x, and using the initial value
y=0, the final value and an increment of +1 for the variable

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in a range where x=z to T and y=0 to T (and z=0 to
T-1) in an oblique direction from the specific position P of
the dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as
the background color at the specific position P and sets a
range having the same color as the background color to the
control target range SP.

(S32)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S21 to S27 using the initial value z=0, the
final value T-1, and an increment of +1 for the variable z,
using the initial value x=z, the final value +T, and an
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increment of +1 for the variable x, and using the initial value
y=0, the final value -T, and an increment of -1 for the
variable y.

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in a range where x=z to T and y=0 to -T (and z=0 to
T-1) in an oblique direction from the specific position P of
the dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as
the background color at the specific position P and sets a
range having the same color as the background color to the
control target range SP.

(S33)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S21 to S27 using the initial value z=0, the
final value =T+1, and an increment of -1 for the variable z,
using the initial value x=z, the final value -T, and an
increment of —1 for the variable x, and using the initial value
y=0, the final value +T, and an increment of +1 for the
variable y.

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in a range where x=z to -T and y=0 to T (and z=0 to
-T+1) in an oblique direction from the specific position P of
the dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same color as
the background color at the specific position P and sets a
range having the same color as the background color to the
control target range SP.

(S34)

The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1
performs repeated processing similar to that in the above-
described steps S21 to S27 using the initial value z=0, the
final value =T+1, and an increment of -1 for the variable z,
using the initial value x=z, the final value -T, and an
increment of —1 for the variable x, and using the initial value
y=0, the final value -T, and an increment of -1 for the
variable y.

According to such processing, the target air-conditioning
device calculation section 1 determines whether the pixels
(dots) in a range where x=z to -T and y=0 to -T (and z=0
to —T+1) in an oblique direction from the specific position
P of the dots in the arrangement plan 200 have the same
color as the background color at the specific position P and
sets a range having the same color as the background color
to the control target range SP.

The pixels within the temporary range SP1 in the arrange-
ment plan 200 are scanned in the x-axis directions, the
xy-axis directions, and the y=+x-directions from the specific
position P by the above-described operation of FIGS. 10 to
12, thus determining the control target range SP.

The directions in which the pixels are scanned by the
above-described operation are schematically illustrated in
FIGS. 13 and 14.

FIGS. 13 and 14 are schematic diagrams illustrating the
pixel scanning directions in Embodiment 1.

As illustrated in FIG. 13, in cases where there is no
representation corresponding to a structural component,
such as a wall or a column, within the temporary range SP1
and the background color is the same as that at the specific
position P, all of the pixels in the temporary range SP1 are
determined as being within the control target range SP.

On the other hand, in cases where there are representa-
tions corresponding to structural components, such as walls
and columns, within the temporary range SP1 as illustrated
in black in FIG. 14, when a pixel displayed in black is
detected during scanning of the pixels as indicated by each
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arrow, a scanned range (indicated by the arrow) is deter-

mined as a control target range SP and scanning is not

performed any further.

As described above, an area behind each structural com-
ponent, such as a wall or a column, relative to the specific
position P is not determined as a control target range SP.
Consequently, a room different from the room (air-condi-
tioned space) to which the specific position P belongs and an
area where a structural component makes air blown from an
air-conditioning device difficult to reach in the same room as
the room to which the specific position P belongs in the
temporary range SP1 can be excluded from the control target
range SP.

If a series of points specified by coordinates is input as
information on the specific position P in the above-described
step S1 the operation described with reference to FIGS. 10
to 12 is performed for each of the points specified by the
coordinates.

(S3) Acquisition of Air-conditioning Device Information
Explanation will be made with reference again to FIG. 6.
The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1

refers to the air-conditioning device position information

300 in the data management section 2 and acquires infor-

mation on installation positions of each of the air-condition-

ing devices in the arrangement plan 200.

Furthermore, the target air-conditioning device calcula-
tion section 1 acquires the latest operation data (for example,
operation start, operation stop, operation of cooling or
heating, air velocity, air flow rate, and set temperature)
related to each of the air-conditioning devices from the
air-conditioning device management section 5.

(S4) Calculation of Target Air-conditioning Device
The target air-conditioning device calculation section 1

selects, as a control target air-conditioning device, an air-
conditioning device whose installation position is included
in the control target range SP on the basis of the control
target range SP calculated in step S2 and the information on
the installation positions of each of the air-conditioning
devices acquired in step S3.

For example, referring to (d) in FIG. 9, the coordinates
specifying the installation positions of each of the air-
conditioning devices having the air-conditioning device IDs
“2” “3” and “4” are included in the coordinates of the
control target range SP. Accordingly, the three air-condition-
ing devices are selected as control target air-conditioning
devices.

Note that an air-conditioning device whose installation
position is included in the control target range SP may be
excluded from the control target air-conditioning devices on
the basis of the operation data related to each of the
air-conditioning devices acquired in step S3. For example,
the following control may be performed. A table illustrating
the relationship between an air flow rate of each air-condi-
tioning device, air blowing direction thereof, and the dis-
tance between the position of the air-conditioning device
specified by the coordinates and the specific position P is
previously stored. If the air flow rate or the air blowing
direction is below a reference value, the relevant air-condi-
tioning device is excluded from the target air-conditioning
devices.

The air-conditioning device management section 5 con-
trols an operation of each control target air-conditioning
device selected in the above-described processing.

For example, assuming that the user intends to start air
conditioning at the specific position P, the user inputs an
instruction to start air conditioning together with informa-
tion on the specific position P through the input section 3.
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The air-conditioning device management section 5 starts the
operation of each air-conditioning device selected in the
above-described processing to start air conditioning at the
specific position P.

Furthermore, for example, assuming that the user intends
to change a room temperature at the specific position P to an
intended temperature, the user inputs information on a set
temperature together with the information on the specific
position through the input section 3. The air-conditioning
device management section 5 calculates an average of room
temperatures detected by the air-conditioning devices
selected in the above-described processing and controls the
operations of the control target air-conditioning devices so
that the room temperature is dose to the input set tempera-
ture.

As described above, controlling the operations of the
air-conditioning devices significantly affecting an air-con-
ditioning environment at the specific position P ensures that
the air-conditioning environment at the specific position P is
as intended by the user.

As described above, according to Embodiment 1, an area
that is within an air-conditioned space to which a specific
position P belongs in the arrangement plan 200 and that is
within a predetermined range from the specific position P is
obtained as a control target range SP, and an air-conditioning
device whose installation position in the arrangement plan
200 is included in the control target range SP is selected as
a control target air-conditioning device.

Consequently, an air-conditioning device affecting an
air-conditioning environment at the specific position in the
air-conditioned space can be selected from plurality of
air-conditioning devices.

As described above, a group of air-conditioning devices is
not controlled. An air-conditioning device that affects a
specific position P specified by the user can be calculated
and an indoor environment can therefore be changed as
intended by the user. Thus, the comfort of the indoor
environment can be improved.

Furthermore, it is only required that the user performs an
operation of selecting a specific position P. Accordingly,
ease of operation can be achieved, thus improving efficiency
of operation.

Additionally, since an air-conditioning device affecting an
air-conditioning environment at a specific position P is
selected, an operation of maintaining a temperature at the
specific position P constant can be easily achieved. Main-
taining the temperature at the specific position P intended by
the user constant as described above results in a reduction in
air conditioning load, thus reducing energy consumption.

Furthermore, a space that the user does not intend to
perform air conditioning is not subjected to air conditioning.
Thus, the comfort of the indoor environment can be
improved. Additionally, unnecessary air conditioning is
avoided, thus reducing power consumption.

In Embodiment 1, an arrangement plan 200 is image
information that represents the shape of an air-conditioned
space and a boundary with another air-conditioned space in
color. The target air-conditioning device calculation section
1 obtains a control target range on the basis of a display color
at a specific position in the arrangement plan 200.

Consequently, a control target air-conditioning device can
be selected on the basis of the information on the arrange-
ment plan 200 in which installation positions of air-condi-
tioning devices are represented. It is unnecessary to provide
additional information to select a control target air-condi-
tioning device.
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Embodiment 2

According to Embodiment 2, in addition to the operations
according to Embodiment 1, a selected control target air-
conditioning device is automatically operated so as to
increase or reduce a set temperature on the basis of infor-
mation on a temperature at a specific position P and an
operation mode of the air-conditioning device.

The configuration of the air-conditioning management
apparatus 100 and the operation of selecting a control target
air-conditioning device in Embodiment 2 are the same as
those in Embodiment 1. The same components as those in
Embodiment 1 are specific by the same reference numerals.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of an
air-conditioning management apparatus according to
Embodiment 2.

In Embodiment 2, a control target air-conditioning device
is selected and, after that, a temperature associated with the
control target air-conditioning device is controlled.

Explanation will be made below with reference to steps in
FIG. 15.

(S40)

The air-conditioning device management section 5
acquires information on a room temperature from each of
control target air-conditioning devices selected by the fore-
going operation in Embodiment 1.

(841)

The air-conditioning device management section 5 cal-
culates an average (hereinafter, referred to as a “target
temperature average”) of room temperatures detected by the
control target air-conditioning devices on the basis of the
acquired room temperatures. Since the control target air-
conditioning devices significantly affect an air-conditioning
environment at a specific position P, the average of the room
temperatures detected by the control target air-conditioning
devices can be regarded as a temperature at the specific
position P.

(842)

The air-conditioning device management section 5
acquires room temperatures detected by all of the air-
conditioning devices to be controlled by the air-conditioning
management apparatus 100 and calculates an average (here-
inafter, referred to as an “overall temperature average”) of
the room temperatures of all of the air-conditioning devices.
(843)

The air-conditioning device management section 5 com-
pares the target temperature average calculated in step S41
with the overall temperature average calculated in step S41
to obtain the difference between the averages.

(S44)

The air-conditioning device management section 5 com-
pares the difference between the target temperature average
and the overall temperature average obtained in step S43
with a predetermined set value.

The predetermined set value may be a preset value or may
be a value set by an input operation from the user. For
example, a large value may be set on condition that a
fluctuation in temperature difference between the specific
position P and its surrounding environment is permitted.
(845)

If the target temperature average is equal to the overall
temperature average (the difference is zero) in the above-
described step S44, the air-conditioning device management
section 5 maintains an operation of each control target
air-conditioning device as it is, namely, does not perform
any particular control.
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(S46)

If the difference between the target temperature average
and the overall temperature average is larger than the set
value in the above-described step S44, the air-conditioning
device management section 5 controls the operation of each
control target air-conditioning device such that the target
temperature average is close to the overall temperature
average.

Specifically, while each control target air-conditioning
device performs a cooling operation, the air-conditioning
device is controlled so as to reduce a set temperature. While
the control target air-conditioning device performs a heating
operation, the air-conditioning device is controlled so as to
increase a set temperature.

(S47)

If the difference between the target temperature average
and the overall temperature average is smaller than the set
value in the above-described step S44, the air-conditioning
device management section 5 controls the operation of each
control target air-conditioning device such that the target
temperature average is close to the overall temperature
average.

Specifically, while each control target air-conditioning
device performs the cooling operation, the air-conditioning
device is controlled so as to increase a set temperature.
While the control target air-conditioning device performs
the heating operation, the air-conditioning device is con-
trolled so as to reduce a set temperature.

With the above-described operation, the air-conditioning
device management section 5 grasps the difference in tem-
perature between the specific position P and the surrounding
environment and performs a process of achieving uniformity
in temperature between the specific position P and the
surrounding environment by automatically increasing or
reducing a set temperature.

Although the target temperature average is compared with
the overall temperature average in the above-described
operation, the invention is not limited to such a case. For
example, a certain temperature input by the user may be
used instead of the overall temperature average and the
operation of each control target air-conditioning device may
be controlled such that the target temperature average is
close to the certain temperature.

Furthermore, although whether to increase or reduce the
set temperature is determined on the basis of only the
comparison between room temperatures by processing in
steps S43 to S47 in the above-described operation, the user
may be enabled to set a difference in temperature between
room temperatures and an increment or decrement of set
temperature. For example, the operation may be performed
as follows. If the difference between room temperatures is 4
degrees C., the set temperature is changed by 1 degree C.

As described above, according to Embodiment 2, the
operation of each control target air-conditioning device is
controlled on the basis of room temperatures detected by the
control target air-conditioning devices.

Accordingly, if the plurality of air-conditioning devices is
installed in a single air-conditioned space, a room tempera-
ture at a specific position P intended by the user can be
changed to an intended temperature. Consequently, an air-
conditioning environment at the specific position P can be
set to an air-conditioning environment intended by the user.

According to Embodiment 2, the operation of each con-
trol target air-conditioning device is controlled so that the
average of room temperatures detected by the control target
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air-conditioning devices is close to the average of room
temperatures detected by the plurality of air-conditioning
devices.

Accordingly, target air-conditioning devices are selected
and, after that, a temperature is changed depending on
surrounding environment, thus achieving uniformity in the
environment. In addition, maintaining a temperature at the
specific position P constant results in a reduction in air
conditioning load, thus reducing energy consumption.

Although only temperature control has been described as
an example in Embodiment 2, air may be blown to a specific
position. Furthermore, an air flow rate may be increased or
reduced depending on the difference in temperature. Need-
less to say, the invention may include a variety of modifi-
cations of these examples.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1, target air-conditioning device calculation section; 2,
data management section; 3, input section; 4, display sec-
tion; 5, air-conditioning device management section; 6,
communication management section; 7, LAN communica-
tion management section; 8, air-conditioning device data
storage unit; 9, space information storage unit; 20, outdoor
unit; 30, indoor unit; 31, room temperature sensor; 100,
air-conditioning management apparatus; 200, arrangement
plan; 210, air-conditioning device icon; and 300, air-condi-
tioning device position information.

The invention claimed is:
1. An air-conditioning management apparatus that con-
trols operations of a plurality of air-conditioning devices, the
air-conditioning management apparatus comprising:
a storage device configured to store information on an
arrangement plan illustrating arrangement of one or a
plurality of air-conditioned spaces and air-conditioning
device position information indicating installation posi-
tions of each of the air-conditioning devices in the
arrangement plan;
an input device configured to receive information on any
specific position in the arrangement plan;
a display device; and
a controller configured to allow the display device to
display the arrangement plan indicating the installation
positions of each of the air-conditioning devices on a
basis of the information on the arrangement plan and
the air-conditioning device position information, and
control an operation of an air-conditioning device
selected as a control target air-conditioning device from
the plurality of air-conditioning devices, wherein
the information on the arrangement plan is image infor-
mation representing a shape of each air-conditioned
space and a boundary with another air-conditioned
space in color, and
the controller is further configured to
obtain, as a control target range, an area that is within
a predetermined range from the specific position
within the air-conditioned space to which the specific
position belongs in the arrangement plan, the area
being determined by scanning in an oblique direction
from the specific position in the arrangement plan in
which the color in the arrangement plan corresponds
to a display color at the specific position, and

select at least one air-conditioning device whose instal-
lation position in the arrangement plan is included in
the control target range as the control target air-
conditioning device.
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2. The air-conditioning management apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the controller sets the predetermined range on a
basis of a reach of air blown from each air-conditioning
device.

3. The air-conditioning management apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the input device receives information on any

specific range in the arrangement plan, and

wherein the controller sets the predetermined range on a

basis of the specific range received through the input
device.

4. The air-conditioning management apparatus of claim 1,
further comprising:

an air-conditioning device management section config-

ured to acquire information on a room temperature
detected by each air-conditioning device,

wherein the controller controls an operation of each

control target air-conditioning device on a basis of
room temperatures detected by the control target air-
conditioning devices.
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5. The air-conditioning management apparatus of claim 4,
wherein the controller controls the operation of each control
target air-conditioning device such that an average of room
temperatures detected by the control target air-conditioning
devices is close to an overall average of room temperatures
detected by the plurality of air-conditioning devices.

6. The air-conditioning management apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the controller is further configured to compare a
color associated with the specific position to a color asso-
ciated with the control target range.

7. The air-conditioning management apparatus of claim 6,
wherein the controller selects a control target air condition-
ing device upon a condition that the color associated with the
control target range, in which the control target air condi-
tioning device is located, matches the color associated with
the specific position.



